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eliminated, Protestant Prussianism made rapid headway
and in a few months had driven Catholic influence right tc
the wall.
It was much the same with the great industrialists anc
landowners.   As we have already mentioned, Bruning wa
even compelled in his last few months in office to earn
through various measures and laws which called for a con
siderable sacrifice from the propertied classes.   The indus-
trialists suffered from Briining's last turn of the screw where
taxes were concerned.   As Bruning had been a product of
the working-class movement his reform of taxation was aimed
to hit the propertied classes most hardly, and this was taken
very much.amiss by the great industrialists.   This was also
the reason why Hugenberg sought an alliance with Hitler
in order to overthrow him.
The landowners had at the outset been pampered by
Bruning. By means of the so-called c Osthilfe3 (help for
the east), an act for the disencumbrance of the East Prussian
landowners, millions and millions of marks from the state
coffers hfad found their way into the pockets of the Junkers.
President von Hindenburg himself and the whole Junker
class gave Bruning corresponding support in return for this
measure. But later Bruning was forced to realise that in
spite of this generous c Osthilfe' the completely rotten and
badly managed agricultural undertakings in the East were
incurable. Moreover, immense sums had illegally disap-
peared in the execution of his measures. He therefore
gave his consent to the plans of Stegerwald his Minister
of Labour, which were that this encumbered property
was to be broken up for the benefit of the smallholding
settlers. As we have noted above, this plan did not please
Hindenburg at all. The landowners persuaded him that
Bruning wished to convert 'Bolshevist plans' into fact.
The opposition of the great landowning class to Bruning's
cabinet made itself most strongly felt at the end of 1931,
and naturally enough it contributed to the undermining
of his position.